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LOCAL NEWS
Mission bells return to El Camino Real
BY SARA GAISER
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

California mission bells will once
again guide Peninsula drivers along the
route of the historic El Camino Real
with the restoration this month of dozens
of its road markers.
New 500
The installation of more than 500
bells on tall curved staffs this month
along the old route of El Camino Real,
California’s first road linking missions
from Mexico to Sonoma, is the work of
a Saratoga mortgage broker who stumbled into a second career as a bellmaker.
Around 68 examples of his handiwork
are being installed in San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties as part of the effort.
Happenstance
John Kolstad said he found himself
the owner of the company that made the
original cast iron bells marking the historic El Camino Real route in 2000 after
he tried to purchase a bell for his back
yard, only to find the owner eager to sell
everything.
After realizing he had the original
molds and historic materials for the bells
that have marked the old Spanish Highway since 1906, he began working with
the state Highway Department to replace

‘I felt like the torch was handed to me, and I didn’t
really want it at the time, but I knew if I didn’t take
it it would probably have gone to the recycling bin.’
Bell-maker John Kolstad

the hundreds of bells lost to theft, vandalism and road expansion over the
years.
“I felt like the torch was handed to
me, and I didn’t really want it at the
time, but I knew if I didn’t take it it
would probably have gone to the recycling bin,” Kolstad said of his conversion to bell merchant.
The first bell
The bell idea was discussed by several groups in the late 1800s, according to
published histories, but it was the California Federation of Women’s Clubs and
the El Camino Real Association they
formed that are generally given credit
for kicking off the drive to line El
Camino Real with bells at a time when
the historic route was in danger of being
lost and obscured due to development.
The first bell, designed and made by
Mrs. A.S.C. Forbes, founder of Kolstad’s company, was installed in Los
Angeles on Aug. 15, 1906.

Kolstad said the bells were some of
the first real road markers in the state,
and helped drivers gauge distances and
figure out where they were. Over the
years, more bells were installed but
many others were lost and the numbers
dwindled despite efforts by several
groups.
Confidence
As recently as 1996, the California
Federation of Women’s Clubs sponsored
a restoration drive under an “adopt a
bell” program.
Despite the state’s poor record for
maintaining the bells, Kolstad said he
felt confident that the new markers
would last longer.
In addition to being strategically
placed to avoid falling victim to road
widening projects, the bells have added
historic significance today.
“In 2006 they’re going to be 100 years
old, so there’s going to be more value,”
Kolstad said.

FOR WHOM IT TOLLS — John Kolstad replaces the missing
and old bells that have historically marked the path along El
Camino Real. Daily News photo by Victor Maccharoli.

After second bank heist, police refer media to FBI
BY LIZ HARRELSON
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

A Redwood City bank robbery
Friday morning bore a striking
resemblance to a San Mateo heist
earlier this week.
Recent robberies
At approximately 9:15 a.m., a
man handed a teller at the World
Savings Bank a note demanding
cash and stating he was armed with
a gun, said Sean Hart, Redwood

City police sergeant. The teller
complied, Hart said, and the robber, described as a white man,
weighing between 200 and 230
pounds, 5-foot 8-inches to 6-feet
tall, walked out of the bank.
The man was wearing a red and
black jacket, red baseball hat and
sunglasses at the time of the robbery, Hart said.
No weapons were seen during
the 1500 Woodside Road bank
heist, Hart said.

Last Monday an unknown man
entered a U.S. Bank in San Mateo,
also at about 9:15 a.m. The man
handed a teller a note indicating he
was armed, said San Mateo Police
Captain Kevin Raffaelli.
As in the Redwood City robbery, no one actually saw a
weapon.
Witnesses inside the U.S. Bank,
at 136 2nd Avenue, described a
heavyset white male in his 40s,
about 5-foot 8-inches tall.

BIGGEST SALE of the year

He had a crew-cut style haircut
and was then wearing a lettermanstyle blue and tan jacket and sunglasses. He fled in a black, very
dirty but newer model Honda SUV,
police said.
Ask the FBI
Hart and Raffaelli referred press
inquiries asking whether the two
robberies were connected to contact the FBI.
While Agent Lisa Johnson could

not comment if the FBI is investigating either of the recent robberies, she did say there are three
instances in which they would:
cases when a firearm is involved;
cases where the robber is a convicted felon; or cases when a suspect is a serial bank robber —
characterized as one who robs in
different cities or states.
Beyond that, the FBI relies on
local authorities to investigate,
Johnson said.

The Best Teak in Town
Teak Tips from Tom
Q) What kind of dog is Willie the wonder dog?
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A) Willie is a Toy Cockapoo which is a mix between a toy poodle and
cocker spaniel. He is very friendly and happily focused in the here and
now. Since he is only in the present moment, he sleeps when he is tired,
eats when hungry, and plays and enjoys anytime.
Q) Does Willie have teak outdoor furniture at home?
A) Yes, he has it all. He prefers a rounded back chair at his 6foot round
table and an Adirondack chair for just kickin’ back with his pack.
Q) How does Willie prepare his teak for winter?
A) He puts on some Thompson’s water sealer. He applies it with a spray
bottle as it’s much easier that way. Willie refers to a care and
maintenance sheet to remember what to do. If you would like one, come
by the store and he will give you one.
Q) When is the best time to buy my teak?
A) The answer is always NOW, which in fact is the only time there is. If you
are looking for the best prices of the year, NOW is the best time to buy.
TOM’S is having its up to 50% off sale on everything in the store. These
are TOM’S lowest prices of the year!
Q) Why should I buy from TOM’S TEAK OUTDOOR FURNITURE?
A) TOM’S is known throughout the peninsula for having grade A teak at
the best price with warm and friendly service. Come see for yourself.
The proof is in the pudding. Speaking of pudding I’m hungry, gotta go.
Send teak questions to:

TOM’S Teak Outdoor Furniture 1470 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

